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One’s destination is never a place, but 
always a new way of seeing things.

—Henry Miller



t has been an exciting and 
fulfilling journey being the 
overall expedition leader this 
semester, both at a personal 

and professional level. Although I have led 
many trips before, this time around, I had the 
honour of planning, organising and managing 
the learning journey for well over 600 
students across the five Fairview campuses, 
covering as many as eight international 
destinations. Beyond strategising, organising 
and executing the expeditions, this experience 
has taught me the very same virtues we 

expect, hope and pray that our children will 
learn from their journey too: the concept of 
humility and patience.  
 Just as the students are learning 
through their journey, which involves a cross 
of cultures, in dealing and interacting as equals 
with their fellow classmates, local children as 
well as adults from various strata of society, I 
too, learnt the valuable lesson of interacting 

Expedition 
Foreword

New Frontiers
 

by Ms Elaine Lam

Education can help break cultural and 
language barriers, tear down misconceptions 

and biases and overcome poverty itself.
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with the many layers of stakeholders to ensure 
that the expeditions are a success.   
 The expeditions are not merely about 
taking classroom activities into the real world, 
rather, it’s about the labour of love, trying 
our best to understand and see things from 
different perspectives, which are not our own 
and respect that those perspectives, although 
different from ours, may also be right and 
valid.  
 The expeditions also thought me, as 
well as the students who have journeyed with 
us, that education is the greatest weapon 

known to man; education can help break 
cultural and language barriers, tear down 
misconceptions and biases and overcome 
poverty itself.  
 Managing expectations is no easy 
task. Our success or failure cannot only be 
measured by the alignment of flight schedules, 
prompt room reservations, appropriate 
itinerary arrangements, clear communications 



• Sharpen their keen observation and critical 
thinking skills by understanding facts and 
how it is reflected in reality. 

• Strive for excellence through their natural 
curiosity and present their personal 
opinions through inquiry-based and 
experiential learning. 

• Enhance teamwork, collaborative, social 
and interpersonal skills through working in 
different teams and assigned roles to take 
on responsibilities.

• Appreciate the transdisciplinary nature of 
subject specific learning objectives and 
learn to make connections between the 
various subjects in real life situations.

• Apply knowledge to unfamiliar situations 
and use the acquired knowledge to create 
solutions 

• Model the concept of lifelong learners by 
showing independence and confidence in 
learning and taking every opportunity on a 
daily basis to acquire new knowledge and 
understanding across all situations and at 
all times.

T he mission and vision of the expedition is to 
develop a students’ knowledge, skills and attitudes 

to excel and succeed in the 21st century, not just in 
education but also in their life. With this in mind, the 
expedition aims to develop a student's ability to:
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with our various local and international vendors or the efficient 
transportation for the children during their journey. Rather, I 
believe the most important measure of success of these trips 
are the changes in attitudes, behavior and way of thinking that 
you, the parents and guardians will witness in your children 
over time. If indeed, you do see these changes, then I for one 
will deem this expedition a resounding success. 
 This publication features student written reflection 
articles, of the incredible journey to the many exotic locations. 

Their raw feelings, thoughts and 
hopes are captured here. We 

hope you; the reader can take 
a journey with us through 

the minds of our young 
learners and discover 

your own journey within 
these pages.
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SINGAPORE
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The World through 
Scientific Advancement
by Ms Darlyn Divina Sierra (PYP Coordinator) and  
Ms Brizha Raey Beley

What makes a child gifted and talented may not 
always be good grades in school, but a different way of 
looking at the world and learning. – Chuck Grassley

Expedition is not just another holiday camp as it aims to bring 
learning outside the classroom with compassion and great 
humility. During our most recent trip, the Grade 6 students from 
all five campuses went on their first annual expedition. This 
year’s destination was Singapore. Our aim was to achieve focus 
and great conceptual understanding of our exhibition theme 
“The World through Scientific Advancement”. 
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SINGAPORE
the world through scientific 

advancement

139 students
14 teachers

7—9 May 2018

trip leader
Ms Samantha Leong

assistant leader
Ms Ranjana Manuel

GRADE 6

  A future photographer in the making - Learning is not just 
 about knowledge, but incorporating various skills of life  

  At the Cloud Forest  
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A Memorable 
Experience 
in S.E.A. Aquarium 
by Lee Cai Tong & Leah Kirtana Deepz

W e visited the biggest aquarium in 
South-East Asia, the S.E.A. Aquarium, 

where we saw a lot of different types of sharks, 
such as hammer sharks and many others.  
 One of our favourite sea creatures in 
the tunnel was the nurse shark. The nurse 
shark is a type of shark that sleeps in the 
morning and wakes up at night. We also 
learnt that sharks are endangered.  
 At the aquarium, we touched a starfish and 
a sea cucumber. From our observation, we 
were able to see how sea cucumbers look and 
managed have a feel of their texture.  
 We also learnt that our ocean and sea 
habitat had been destroyed due to human 
activities such as pollution, hunting, and other 
reasons.

  The structure of the aquarium provides a unique  
 underwater experiences for the students  

  My hand is smaller than the eyeball of the  
  giant squid!  

  Courageous learners: How does a starfish feels like?  
  There is more to learning and admiring the  
 underwater world, it is something that  
  we call friendship  
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Can Water Also Be 
Recycled? 
by Barreen Nawar Rida &  
Gayatri Prabhakaran Kayal

W e visited the NeWater Visitor Centre 
where we learnt a very interesting 

fact on how Singapore manages their water 
crisis. The centre operates as a place which 
process contaminated water to clean and 
drinkable water. In order for us to have a 
clearer picture of the whole process, we went 
through three adjoining rooms to see and 
learn about the three major procedures that 
they have used. We were also introduced to 
the different machines and technologies used 
to purify the contaminated water.  

SINGAPORE

 So, how is it done? After harvesting the 
used water, then it goes through several water 
purification processes such as Microfiltration, 
Reverse Osmosis and Ultraviolet Disinfection. 
Before we left, we were each given a small 
bottle of the recycled NeWater as a souvenir.

  Figuring out how Singapore fights water crisis  

  Taking notes for future reference - The Water Loop  

  Students picking up on how water is recycled  
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SCIENCAteria 
by Isabelle Ngeow Xin Er &  
Mahjabin Muneer

D uring the visit to the Science Center’s 
Omni theatre, we watched a show 

entitled ‘Exploring New World’. The theatre 
is very special because it has a huge screen 
shaped like a dome. The show was so realistic 
that we felt that it had taken us to Mars, the 
black hole and the different stars that are 
out there. We also went to the Butterfly Up-
Close, which is a mini indoor sanctuary where 
real butterflies, fly freely around us.  
 There was never ending interactive 
activities at the Science Centre. There were 
many exhibition halls with a wide range of 
science topics inside. Not just that, there were 
illusions, experiments, tech effects and natural 
things that contains a lot of useful information. 

  A close encounter with the butterflies    Amazed by the wonders of science  

  Up close and personal with the butterflies  

  Students watched how a tornado is formed at the Science Centre  
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Do You Have A Garden at 
Home? See A Bigger One; 
Gardens By The Bay 
by Aidan Lee E-Hern &  
Sindhujaa Devi Deva Murugan

G ardens by the Bay was a fun experience, since 
we managed to do so many things! It is an indoor 

garden where you can find some of the world’s rarest 
flowers. We visited the garden to discover the idea behind 
the construction of the Supertrees, Flower Dome and the 
Cloud Forest. We saw how the structure of the dome can 
benefit human lives and the environment. They use solar 
and biomass energy to power everything!   
 This has made us think: How can we make something 
similar to that? We sketched out our ideas in our 
expedition booklet. We think that our trip has also helped 
us to understand our central idea which was “Scientific 
advancement impacts people’s lives and the environment” 
better.

SINGAPORE

  Admiring the exotic plants at the Flower Dome 

  Thinking and writing about the structure of the Supertree    

  Can't resist a photo with these tulips  
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"We saw how t he structure of 
t he dome can benefi t human lives 

and t he environment."

  Thinking and writing about the structure of the Supertree    

  Discussing on how the Supertree was constructed    Unveiling the mysterious, misty world here at the Cloud Forest  

  Taking notes under the Supertree  
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The World’s Largest Volcanic 
Lake: A Treasure to The People
by Ms Mary Jane R. Buniel (PYP Coordinator)

To say that  volcanic eruptions regularly occur in Lake Toba is an 
understatement. Lake Toba is the site of the largest known explosive 
eruption on Earth in the last 25 million years. Sounds scary doesn't it? On 
the converse, the locals take pride in the wonderful images that nature 
paints, when the volcanic ashes shoot up towards the sky. 

 The land itself is a fertile ground for vegetation as well as 
commercial commodities such as tea and coffee to grow abundantly.   Lake 
Toba is also home for a variety of fruit-bearing trees and herbs, hence it is 
an ideal site for those who choose to set up camp and explore nature. This 
is exactly, what our Grade 7 students did on their five day trip to Samosir 
Island in Lake Toba.
 
 The students had a chance to learn the culture and tradition of the 
local villagers in Batak and their cheerful friendly greeting “Horas”.
 The trip was a wonderful chance to extend their services to the needy 
and homeless children of Alpha and Omega. All these meaningful 
and challenging activities were planned to develop students’ deeper 
understanding of the Global Context: Identity and Relationship, and 
to complete their assessment requirements related to Visual Arts and 
Language and Literature.
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L AKE TOBA
INDONESIA
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LAKE TOBA
INDONESIA
identities and relationships

85 students
9 teachers

23—27 Apr 2018

trip leader
Mr Avindran 

assistant leader
Ms Jane Buniel

GRADE 7

  Boat to the Samosir Island  

  Syncing our steps  
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Camping 
in Lake Toba 
by Shermaine Kiew

O ur first night in Lake Toba was spent 
at a campsite. The weather was 

really cold. After sorting out things in the 
tent, we settled down and went out for 
our BBQ dinner. The best thing about our 
meal was the sweet and juicy corn!  
 It was quite an experience for us to stay in 
the tent since it was raining and our tent was 
slightly wet. We needed good teamwork in 
order to get in to the tent safely. There were 
some bugs and insects inside our tent so we 
were a bit scared, but in the end we managed 
to eradicate them by spraying insect repellents. 
The sleeping bags that were provided at the 
campsite helped us to stay warm despite the cold 

weather. That night everyone dozed off early, 
after travelling around the whole day.  
 I am very glad that I was able to take part in this 
expedition, and the camping trip was the best 
activity. Every one of us learnt the significance 
of teamwork and we were able to demonstrate 
open-mindedness, which is one of the hallmarks 
of the IB Learner Profile attributes.  
 Our relationships with our friends are much 
better after the expedition because we all 
survived the camping trip together. During our 
stay overseas, we also discovered new things 
about our friends, namely their hidden skills 
and potentials.

  Our camp site  
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LAKE TOBA
INDONESIA

  A hard day's work    This will become a super tree!  

  The dark plastic should be removed  



issue 17    17

Coffee Processing  
in Indonesia 
by Sophia

O ne of the places that we had 
visited in Lake Toba, was  a famous 

Indonesian coffee company. Indonesia has 
been producing coffee ever since the year 
1711, when the Dutch East India Company 
began sending shipments of coffee from Java 
to Europe.  Indonesia is the world’s fourth 
largest coffee producer,  producing some seven 
million worth of 60kg bags every year.  
 We learnt that many natural resources are 
used while processing coffee. We also learnt 
that the process of roasting tea and coffee 
actually relates back to our daily lives. In a way, 
if we do not complete the first step of a task, 
we would not be able to take the next step. It 
goes to say the same for teamwork.

"We learnt t hat t he process of 
roast ing tea and coffee actually 
relates back to our daily lives."

  Messy but fun!  

  Do you think we planted it properly?    Coffee planting is fun  



18    Fairnews Travel Journal

Fun Traditional 
Indonesian Games  
by Hwang Hwahwi 

D uring the second day of our expedition, 
we played traditional Indonesian games. 

There were three types of games. First was the 
rolling disk, where players had to roll their disks 
with a stick and compete with other teams 
to roll the disk for the longest distance. The 
second game requires one to ride on bamboo 
stilts. It was hard, so there were at least four 
people who had to support the main person on 
the stilts. The third game was a big foot race, 
where four people had their legs connected to 
the board and the team had to walk as fast as 
they possibly could. I learnt that we could have 
so much fun without relying on devices like our 
phones. It is good to indulge in physical games 
because it helps us to exercise more often.

LAKE TOBA
INDONESIA

  Getting ready for flying fox  

  Flying fox  

  How does it work?    Briefing time  



issue 17    19
  How am I going to walk?    Indonesian traditional game—Egrang  

  Don't fall!  

  The rope bridge  
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The Batak Village  
by Arian

B ataks’ are an ethnic group of people 
from Northern Indonesia. One of 

the most commonly used word of the Batak 
language is “Horas”, which means welcome, 
good morning or good evening. If you say 
“Horas-Horas”, it means fine. The ancient 
Batak community compared themselves 
to lizards and they have a high regard for 
women with big chest, because they believe 
that having a big chest is testament to the 
ability of the women to bear children.  
 The typical Batak home is quite similar 
to a boat where several families are able 
live together. In the ancient days, the Batak 
people practiced cannibalism. Back then, 
they are firm believers that people who 
had broken   the law were equal to animals, 
hence they had no right to live. Cannibalism 
was banned in the 15th century when the 
village started embracing Christianity.  
 The good cultural identity of the Batak's 
“Horas” still remain today, as a very welcoming 
and friendly greeting. It is good that cannibalism 
is not happening anymore. It shows the 
development of the community's moral 
standard.

LAKE TOBA
INDONESIA

  Batak Village  

 Horas to the batak people  

  Self-made Batak souvenir  

  Horas, this is how they do it!  

  These are the Batak costumes  
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Back to the Wild 
by Xiren

D uring our trip to Lake Toba, we had a 
chance to perform an act called ‘Life 

Release’. This is a traditional practice first 
undertaken by Buddhists, where they would 
purchase captured animals and set them free 
into their natural environment so that they 
can continue living. This act is usually done 
on Wesak Day because the Buddhists believe 
that all life is equal. Nowadays, people all 
around the world practices life release.  

 At the Batak island, we took part in this 
practice by releasing hundreds of fishes into the 
water. Fish release is significant because it boosts 
the local economy, and saves lives.  
 Life release is a good practice but people 
should do this with care to make sure that we are 
returning the fishes into a suitable environment. 
Otherwise, the fishes will die. Caring for natural 
resources is one of the valuable lessons that I 
had appreciated during this trip.

  Your freedom awaits, little fishies! 

  Freedom for the fishes    Fishes returning back to the wild  
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F airview Grade 7 students visited the 
Alpha Omega Orphanage located 

at Kabanjahe. It was a really heartbreaking 
experience for me seeing the disabled 
children living in such conditions. During our 
visit we played, danced, sang songs and fed 
the children. After the trip, I realised that we 
should be more appreciative of our parents and 
for what we have. I am so blessed to have a 
proper family, education and food.   
 It was a great to be with them ,because they 
have taught me to count on my own blessings. 
To conclude, I have learnt to appreciate many 
things such as my parents, teachers, family, my 
home, the surrounding environment, education 
and having a good life. It was sad for me to 
leave them; after all the moments we had 
shared together. I was worried that they will 
miss us and will be waiting for someone to visit 
them again.

An Unforgettable 
Trip to the Orphanage 
by Narmitha Gunalan

LAKE TOBA
INDONESIA

  You need to eat well. Say aah!  

   Beautifying the orphanage  
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  Dancing with the orphans  

  Having fun dancing outdoors  
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HO CHI MINH
CIT Y VIETNAM
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A Historical Masterpiece
by Ms Devaseena (Science Teacher)

Ruled by the French, many of the local architecture was inspired by 
them. The beautiful Red Cathedral of Notre Dame was built with 
materials imported from France. The Saigon Opera House and 
The Post Office was also built by French architects. Added to the 
architecture marvel was the gardens facing the City Hall, another 
building inspired by the French. Torn by war, and still suffering from 
the aftereffects of Agent Orange, the people here can only be said to 
be resilient.  At the Reunification Palace, we saw the basement that 
was a labyrinth built to protect the rulers during times of war. 

While the learners had fun experiencing it for themselves the 
difficulty of entering and exiting the Cu Chi Tunnels, nothing 
prepared the learners for the War Remnants Museum. We had to 
experience the smallness of the tunnels and we were given the 
chance of tasting the food that the war-torn Vietnam ate everyday; 
steamed tapioca and ‘pandan’ tea. 

As Service as Action is an important component of the MYP, we 
spent a good number of hours at the Maison Chance School. 
The children here were of various ages and some of them 
were left there by parents who were affected by Agent 
Orange to be educated. Fairview students not only took 
turn teaching them English but they also played friendly 
basketball matches with them.
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HO CHI 
MINH CIT Y 
VIETNAM

edurance

83 students
8 teachers

23—27 Apr 2018

trip leader
Ms Seena

assistant leader
Mrs Gomathi

GRADE 7

  Take a look at this!!  

  Coconut candy in the making  
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Reunification Palace 
by Rohan Sundram

O n the first day of the expedition, we 
visited the Reunification Palace. The 

palace was originally built by Ngo Viet Thu on 
July 1st 1962 in Saigon, also known as Ho Chi 
Minh City. The palace was built for the President 
of Vietnam, but he moved out to set up a 
base in Hanoi instead during the war.  
 The Reunification Palace has a doorway 
to a secret bunker, in which the president 
can use to escape in case of an attack or an 
emergency. In the bunker, we observed some 
of the attack plans and backup weapons which 
were used as a safety precaution.  
 The Reunification Palace is 120,000 square 
meters long with over 40 rooms as well as guest 
chambers capable of holding up to 800 people. 
It used to be a called the Norodom Palace or 
the Presidential Palace. Currently, over 20,000 

people visit the palace yearly. From this trip, 
I have became more knowledgeable and 
appreciated history a bit more.

"I have became more 
knowledgeable and 
appreciated history"

  Briefing at the reunification palace  

  A budding photographer in training  
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HO CHI MINH CITY
VIETNAM

  Oooooh smoke!  

  Let me serve some tea!  
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Cu Chi Tunnels 
by Amanda Lee Sen Yen

I n Ho Chi Minh City, we went to the 
Cu Chi Tunnel. We explored the 

tunnel and experienced a great adventure 
by crawling under the tunnels and eating 
boiled tapioca, just like how the Vietnamese 
soldiers did during the Vietnam war.  
 The Cu Chi Tunnel was dark, and it was 
so small that it is a wonder that we could fit 
in. The Cu Chi Tunnel was created as a hiding 
place for the people to survive during the 
war when the Americans attacked Vietnam. 
They also hid bombs and made booby 

traps to trap humans and animals.  
 The Cu Chi Tunnels are now an attraction to 
foreigners due to its historical value. We learnt 
a lot about the war and the negative effects it 
has on the country, its people and its economy. 
The people of Vietnam are still suffering from 
the aftermath of the Agent Orange.  
 Overall, this trip helped me with my 
Language and Literature, as we had to write 
a persuasive speech on war. This trip was the 
most adventurous and fabulous experience, I 
had ever experienced.

  Movie time!  

  It's so small!  

  I'm slim and thin so I can do this!  
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HO CHI MINH CITY
VIETNAM

Service and Action 
at Maison Chance Orphanage 
by Amanda Lee Sen YenO n our second day at Ho Chi Minh, we went 

to Maison Chance as part of our Service 
and Action activity. The place had many kids, 
some of them were not orphans but were sent 
there so that they can get an education.   
 We played basketball with them and were 
all pleasantly surprised by their basketball 
skills. After the game session, we studied with 
them and found out they are smart. We spent 
most of our time teaching them to converse 
in English and learnt some Vietnamese 
phrases in return. We donated some food like 
sweets, snacks and books to them.   
 We were surprised by their vast knowledge 
and skills. I learnt some Vietnamese words 
such as "Xin Chao" which means hello). Overall, 
I learnt that I should be thankful for having 
parents, a family and a good life where I am 
able to obtain education.

  Teaching English  

  Focusing on the task ahead  

  A friendship is born  
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Vũng Tàu 
A Statue of Jesus 
by Lee Juin

D uring this trip, we visited a religious site. 
We climbed some 800 steps to reach 

the Vung Tau Jesus statue. The statue was built 
by the Vietnam Catholic Association in 1974 
and it was completed in 1993. There are 133 
steps leading to the statue, itself.   
 While we are walking to the mountain peak, 
we got a glimpse of the surrounding area which 
was filled with grasses and flowers. From the 
peak of the mountain, we had a wonderful view 
of the beach. The Jesus statue is 32 meters 
high, standing on a 4 meters high platform with 
2 outstretched arms spanning 18.3 meters. The 
Jesus statue is an extremely big statue and it is 
definitely a tourist attraction.

  What a wonderful view!  

  The monument    Climbing the 800 steps  

  Our journey starts here  
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Exploring the Kingdom of Temples
by Mr Genefer Gabiola

Seventy-five Grade 8 students and 7 teachers went to Cambodia. Our 
case study was about “exploring the context of Scientific and Technical 
Innovation in relation with the key concepts culture and development” . 
 The objective of this expedition was to extend the learning of 
students beyond the classroom as education outside the classroom often 
incorporates responsible action and critical reflection.
 We visited the largest lake in South East Asia, gone to orphanages, 
played football , dug wells in remote villages, walked on cockroaches, 
studied the life cycle of silk worms, and saw paddy fields with our own eyes.
Siem Reap is a great place to visit where progress of community 
development considers cultural influence and scientific innovation. Indeed, 
it was an amazing exploration of the Kingdom of Temples. Aw Kun!
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S IEM REAP
CAMBODIA
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SIEM REAP
CAMBODIA

exploring innovation through history

75 students
7 teachers

23—27 Apr 2018

trip leader
Mr Genefer Gabiola

assistant leader
Mr Siow Khai Yi

GRADE 8
  "Kung Fu fighting"  

  It's a hard life  
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  Trying a hand at weaving the silk cloth  

Siem Reap Silk 
Factory: 
Artisan Silk Factory 
by Kiesha

I really loved this place because it 
expresses the Khmer creativity and 

culture. Me, and my team members were 
at the Artisian Silk factory.  
 Here, we learnt how the Cambodian 
people make handmade silk. Here we 
learnt about the 47 days life cycle of 
silkworms. We also learnt how they harvest 
silkworms and the processes that take place 
after the silk worms turns into silk.  
 We also learnt processes such as unwinding 
of silk, dyeing of silk into different colours , plus 
the spinning process, where the silk is spun for 
packaging. We also learnt that the people here 
take about 7 days to weave a single scarf, using 
“Kei Thbanh”, a traditional Cambodian machine.

  Teachers and students are amazed about the  
 silkworm lifecycle  

  Students are observing the process of unwinding  
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SIEM REAP
C AMBODIA

Sunrise at Angkor Wat 
by Teo Ann Jie

T o experience the royal sunrise, we woke 
up as early as 4am local time. It was still 

very dark when we arrived at Angkor Wat and 
some of us were still yawning. There was a 
sea of tourists and the numbers continued to 
build up as the time got nearer to the sunrise. 
Although the weather was humming hot, 
we enjoyed the magnificent view.   
 Angkor Wat was originally constructed 
as a Hindu temple during the Khmer 
Empire, which later transformed gradually 
into a Buddhism centered nation.   

 From here, as an IB student, I learnt to 
be open-minded by accepting other people’s 
religion and respecting them. Therefore, we 
should respect and accept other people’s 
religion too.

  This is it! The sun is rising!  

  Observe to the very finest curve  

  Sketching  
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The Beautiful 
Bayon Temple 
by Nidhi Ravindran

T he Bayon temple, located in Siem Reap 
Cambodia, pushes the boundaries 

of time while simultaneously serving as 
a treasured monument that represents 
the ancient Khmer empire.   
 The Bayon temple was built during 
reign of the famous King Jayavarman 
VII, in late 12th century. The temple is 
located in the heart of Angkor Thom.  
 The Bayon, has some 54 towers, which 
displays four faces. The four faces represent 
the Bodhisattva Avalokiteshvara – Lokeshvara, 
and they are constituted as the four faces 
of King Jayavarman VII, expressing the 
universality of his presence. Each face also 
represents the iconic, ‘Smile of Angkor.’  
 The bayon temple is a testament to show 
how culture shapes architecture. The values 
and virtues of Cambodian culture are in every 
nook and crannies of this temple. To conclude 
my experience at the Bayon, I would like to say, 
“a great culture provides people the context for 
them to deliver their best work.”

  Stone carving  

  A site to behold  

  Exploring the Bayon temple  
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SIEM REAP
C AMBODIA

"When we tapped 
on t hem, t hey 

would make drum 
noises. I t was 

music to our ears."

Ta Prohm 
Peregrinations 
by Tang Yi Won

T a Prohm, beautiful and majestic temple 
that will always remain the same On 

the second day of our trip to Cambodia, we 
had the pleasure to visit Ta Prohm temple, 
a Buddhist temple built by the king, for his 
mother, Jayavarman VII. Ta Prohm was also 
the setting used in the movie - Tomb Raider! 
 While we were there, we walked 
around the area, looking at the collapsed 
towers and the overgrown trees that 
covered the entire perimeter. When 
we tapped on trees, they would make 
drum noises. It was music to our ears.  
 Moving along, we saw wonderful carvings 
of the old traditions and cultures in Cambodia 
based on how their lifestyles were. There were 

carvings of civilians kneeling down for their 
king and praising him, two men punching one 
another, betting for money and finally, one 
where the ancient Khmer people were fishing 
using baskets.

  The entrance to the famous temple of Ta Phrom  

  A tree that produces sound  
 welcomes the visitors          
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“Why we should eat 
up all our rice?” 
An Experience at the Paddy Field 
by Christian Antonio

P lanting paddy was one of the Service 
and Action activities we did on the third 

day of our expedition. Even though planting 
paddy seemed like a simple task which could be 
easily accomplished, it not exactly, a pleasant 
one to do. As we stepped into the paddy 
field, we could smell and the feel the cow 
faeces on the wet, slimy soft ground.   
 Most of us did not bring our flip flops 
during this trip, hence some of us felt 
‘cockroaches’ at the tip of our little toes.  
 It wasn’t a horrible experience though. 
What makes this experience unique is that, this 
experience was fun for some, yet stressful for 
others, as some of us were just thinking about 
when we can get out of the field.

  Okay, one hand for holding the seedlings and another 
 hand to dig and plant 

  Busy planting  

  Back to basics  

  The guide giving instructions  

  A tree that produces sound  
 welcomes the visitors          
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  Orphans are passionate in learning  

A Reflection 
at Orphanage Chrese Village 
by Megan Lim

T he fourth day of expedition was the 
day we visited the Orphanage Chrese 

Village. When we first got there, the orphans 
clapped and welcomed us into their village 
which made us felt very welcomed.  
 When some of us tried to teach them 
English, they listened to us attentively and 
showed their interest to us. When we were 
playing football with them, I could see the 
happiness and excitement on their face.   
 The last activity for the day was tug of war, 
where we-the Fairview students competed with 
the orphans. We battled for two rounds and 
lost. After my visit, I realised, that we should 
appreciate what we have. 

SIEM REAP
C AMBODIA

  Learning new skills, an amazing experience  

  When can I finish this  
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  Teach us how to make a bracelet  

  Football match with the Orphans and the Fairviewans  
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  Water Well project is a long term project for Fairview in Siem Reap   

Digging for A 
Purpose 
at Orphanage Chrese Village 
by Liew Zhen Nam

T he weather was extremely hot at Siem 
Reap and the last thing on our minds  was  

to dig a well through the dry, hard soil.  
 As unwilling as we were, we arrived at a 
local village to view how the villagers here get 
their water supply. Our mission was to dig two  

SIEM REAP
C AMBODIA

extra wells. I learnt to be open-minded. I have 
a friend who was complaining in the beginning 
but later on, courageously encouraging others 
and even volunteered to dig few more rounds. 
This experience thaught us to be courageous, 
caring and open-minded.

  Ladder made from two long stems and some  
 wooden  planks  

  The hard, dry soil which felt soggier as we dug   
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Artisans @Angkor 
by Ian Mark Lim

O n the last day we headed out early 
to one of our last stops. It was a 

branch of Artisans Angkor, a premium fashion 
brand of which we had already visited on 
the 2nd day. However, this was a different 
branch, showcasing the sculptures, paintings, 
jewellery and marble/wood carvings.  
 I was very much captivated by the skills 
required to construct the exquisite pieces 
of art. We witnessed a lot of models in 
the making, what they represented and 
why they were made in that way. Another 
interesting section was the shop itself, which 
showcased all the artworks on sale.  
 I was surprised to know that all funds raised 
would go back to the organisation to train 
newbies, especially those that are poorer or 
unskilled at the trade.

  Wood carving at the Artisans Angkor  

  Artisans worker with her impressive painting  

  Steps of wood craft  

  Artisans Angkor guide explains the process of carving 
 a stone  
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The Balinese Culture
by Mr David Kang (Design Teacher)

Bali is an amazing ecological wonder that provided 
our students the platform experience first-hand 
the depth and warmth of the Balinese culture.  Our 
understanding of the local culture and traditions 
were further strengthened thanks to a day trip to the 
Penglipuran Village. 

 Our students’ critical observation of their 
surroundings were also sharpened as they reflected 
on all of the exquisite architecture and unique geo 
locations of Bali’s natural surroundings. While having 
a great time learning new things, our students’ 
exhibited  several IB Learner Profile attributes such as 
Open-mindedness and Thinkers.
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BALI
INDONESIA
sustaining nature & culture  

through globalisation

87 students
8 teachers

22—26 Apr  2018

trip leader
Mr David Kang

assistant leader
Ms Grace Ho

GRADE 8

  Making way to the mangrove forest  

  Service & Action  
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"We learnt how to apply t he 
mat hemat ical techniques such 
as translat ion, reflect ion and 
transformat ion into real life 

applicat ion."

Lake Beratan’s Ulun 
Danu temple 
by Brandon Koh

W e visited Ulun Danu, which was 
located at the shores of Lake 

Beratan on our first day here. The lake 
is beautiful, blessed with mountains and 
greenery in the background.  
 Ulun Danu, designed with a multitier 
thatched roof which makes it a great architectural 
piece, was built in 1556 by Mengwi King, I 
Gusti AgungPutu. The temple is still used  till 
today for ceremonies and rituals.We later found 
out that the statues that were placed outside 
of the temple were not balanced.   
 So we learnt how to apply the mathematical 
techniques such as translation, reflection 
and transformation into real life application. 
If these techniques were used back then 

  As we walk into the Lake Beratan temple  

  Observing one of the Monuments  

the architecture and design of the temple 
would be even more symmetrical.   
 By visiting this historical site I learnt that, it 
would have been very difficult to build such a 
structure those days, without the benefit of the 
advancement of science and technology, which 
we have today.
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Batur GeoPark 
Museum 
by Eloise Saw En Yi

D uring the second day of our expedition 
we paid a visit to the Batur GeoPark 

Museum, a unique museum which features an 
array of geology, history and cultural exhibits 
related to Mount Batur, a volcano in Bali.  
 The tour guide explained everything about 
the mount which enabled us to complete our 
tasks in our reflection journal. Soon after, the 
guide brought us to a room where we watched 
a 30 minute documentary on the volcano. 
Thanks to this trip, we learnt that the Mount 
Batur is an active volcano located at the 
centre of two concentric calderas northwest 
from the neighbouring Mount Agung. During 
the past centuries, Batur had a number 
of small eruptions every few years.  

BALI
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 In my personal opinion I have to say I had 
a lot of fun in this museum since I was able to 
learn about the geology of volcanoes and  learn 
about the eruptions that had occurred over the 
years. I also have to say this place has not only 
benefited me but my friends as well. If I were 
to ever go back to Bali I would go back to the 
Batur GeoPark Museum again.

  Discussing our reflection journal  

  Our group photo around the volcano exhibit  
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Uluwatu Temple 
by Parthiv

E ven though Indonesia is the largest 
Muslim country in the world, most of the 

people in Bali are predominantly Hindu due 
to the arrivals of Hindu Kingdoms. Hinduism 
in Bali differs from that of in India, as the 
practice here is a fusion incorporating the 
religion and the Balinese culture.   
 This can be seen when we went to Ulu Watu 
temple, an extremely holy temple for Hindus. It 
is located on the edge of the Indian Ocean. The 
view of the ocean hitting the cliff is incredible 
and indeed a natural beauty. There were plenty 
of monkeys there, as their culture respect 
monkeys. Although the monkeys were wild 
towards the visitors, the Balinese still preserve 
both nature and their culture. This shows that 
they regard culture and environment as a 
priority as compared to the economy.  

 However, they are not the most eco-friendly 
place, as they release a lot of greenhouse gases. 
Furthermore, there are still some families 
who are experiencing economical and wealth 
deficiency. Despite of this, Bali is a really ‘well 
balanced’ place.

  Look there is a monkey  

  Walking up towards the cliff  

  With a little help from my friend  

"T he view of t he ocean hi t t ing 
t he cliff is incredible and indeed 

a natural beauty."
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Penglipuran Village 
by Alyxia Phua

W e were briefed about Penglipuran 
Village by our tour guide,  before 

visiting the village. The village is known as 
one of the cleanest village in the world, 
hence we were really keen to go there.   
 Upon arriving, we saw with our own eyes, 
that the arrangement of the houses were 
well organised, and clean. The architecture 
of the houses were heavily influenced 
by the Bali culture. We learnt about the 
history of the ancient Bali government and 
their advancement in mathematics.  
 The residents were also well informed about 
the surrounding ecosystem since they own 
their own bamboo forest. Visiting this village 
gave me a new perspective about Indonesian 
villages. 

BALI
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  The Long Walkway at the village  

  Local Residents selling their merchadise at the village  

  The cleanest village in the world  
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Eka Karya 
Botanical Garden 
by Nicholas Yeoh

T he Eka Karya Botanical Garden, also 
known as the Bali Botanic Garden, is 

the largest botanical garden in Indonesia. We 
visited the garden during the fourth day of our 
expedition, where we were able to capture 
stunning photos of the various species of flora. 
 These pictures are later used for our 
reflection via the BeEd app. We did not see 
any bees or other pollinators around the area, 
due to the presence of artificial pollination. 
We later discovered that artificial pollination, 
namely the transfer of pollen grains through 
human intervention, was used because 
positive trains of the parent plants could 
be maintained and it could be utilised in an 
environment where pollinators are absent.  
 During the entire trip to the botanical 

gardens, I felt that it was indeed very 
remarkable that such a garden could carry so 
many different species of flowers and trees. 
Despite using various technologies to preserve 
the plants, the garden still managed to offer a 
tranquil environment.

"We did not see any bees or 
ot her pollinators around t he 
area due to t he presence of 

art ific ial pollinat ion.."

  Taking Photos at the Eka Karya Botanical Gardens  

  Tour Guide Explaining the Artifical Pollination  
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Pura Tanah Lot 
Temple 
by Muhammad Irsyad

W hat other way to describe this 
place other than “Gorgeous”? The 

Pura Tanah Lot is a temple that is frequently 
visited by locals as a place to pray. It is 
seen as a huge stone, or a mini island and is 
located on top of the Indian Ocean.  
 During the high tide season, the ‘island’ 
is surrounded by water and cannot  not be 
reached. Another big rock formation is also 
located beside the stone temple. The rock 
formation has a hole in it, forming a magnificent 
natural sea arch. The entire place is buzzing with 
locals and tourists all scrambling to take a selfie 
and look out at the magnificent view.  
 We all spent around 40 minutes drawing 
the scenery. It was a struggle for most of us, 

BALI
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including me, but the sound of the waves and 
the feel of the wind was really relaxing. It is 
beautiful part of Bali and was well worth the 
time we spent there.

  Waves hitting the shore  

  Reflection time  

  Friends for life  
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Water Blow Nusa Dua 
by David

N usa Dua carries a meaning of “the two 
islands”. If you Google the location, 

you’ll find our that it is located at the southern 
part of Bali and is 22 km away from Denpasar, 
which is the main capital of the island. As one of 
the most famous locations for tourism, you will 
see a large splash of seawater when the large 
waves hit the surfaces of the large rocks.  
 It was our last day when we visited Nusa 
Dua Water Blow. Our tour guides explained 
that the splashing of the water occurred 
because of the collision between the ocean 
waves against the limestone, which is the 
platform where we were standing at. It is also 
known as ‘water blow’ thanks to the narrow 
tunnels located beneath the limestones.   
 The water pressure increases when 
water flows through it and hence, blows 

up the water up to 20 to 30 meters high. 
Unfortunately, we were not able to see the 
large water splash during our visit as our tour 
guide explained that is not the windy season. 
I learnt that the best time to visit Nusa Dua 
would be around the month of October, where 
the water may even splash its way onto the 
tourists, causing them to get wet.  
 It was a bittersweet feeling. Though the 
season was not right, the experience of visiting 
this place is precious. I am very glad to be able 
to visit Indonesia for the first time and I am 
also happy that I had a chance to take lots of 
pictures during the visit so that I could share 
them with my family.

  The Limestones  

  Limestones near the seabank  
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Sawa Dee (Hello)
by Mr Sathia (Mathematics Teacher)

Phuket was chosen as our location for Grade 9 expedition 
as it is not just a beautiful island, but unique in its own way. 
Students had the opportunity to understand better about 
the community that mainly survives through eco-tourism. 
Students also had the chance to learn how the community 
were able to pick themselves up and sustain themselves even 
after being hit by the deadly Tsunami on December 2004.
 Fairview students had an opportunity to explore the other 
side of Phuket which includes cultural and economic aspect 
of the island and the community living there.
 Overall, it was an exciting yet meaningful trip, not only for 
the students, but for the teachers as well. We had a fair share 
of educational adrenaline- rush moments!
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PHUKET
THAILAND

globalisation & sustainability 

75 students
8 teachers

23—27 Apr 2018

trip leader
Mr Sathia

assistant leader
Mr Andrew Mcneice

GRADE 9

  Helping each other to get ready for water rafting   

  Replanting mangrove plant  
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Experiences In 
Siam Niramit 
by Surendren Subramaniam

F or this year’s Grade 9 expedition, we 
went to Phuket. It was a remarkable 

destinations, namely James Bond Island 
and Patong Beach. The beach is not only 
beautiful but it gave us an insight that 
Phuket is much more than an island.  
 Siam Niramit is a very special and unique 
theatre which showcases state-of-the-art 
international standards cultural performances. 
It uses special techniques integrated with 
drama to depict the history of each region in 
Thailand, including depictions of hell, the forest 
of Himmaphan, heavens, and so on. There was 
also a spectacular performance of Thailand's 

  Night Show 2 boys with Actors  

arts and cultural heritage. As I entered the 
venue, I could a feel the strong cultural 
heritage by the number of statues, clothing, 
and monuments being displayed there.  
 The Thai people made history by 
incorporating today’s scientific and 
technological innovations for their theatre. At 
the end of the day, it wasn’t just Siam Niramit 
but the whole of Phuket, was a wonderful place 
for us to learn and understand the culture and 
the history of the Thai Kingdom.

  Magnificient revisit to ancient thai  
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"Rubber tapping, manual rice 
mil ling and husk separat ion, ox 

cart riding, trained-monkey-
coconut picking, T hai curry 
ki tchen, and many more!"

PHUKET
THAIL AND

  Ox cart riding  

  Ox cart riding  

  Yummy - fresh from the farm  
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Old Phuket Farm 
by Kaitlin Chong

O n the second day of our Phuket 
expedition, we went to the Old 

Phuket Farm, which show cased many of their 
cultural practices such as rubber tapping, 
manual rice milling and husk separation, ox 
cart riding, trained-monkey-coconut-picking, 
Thai curry kitchen, and many more!  
 During the trip we were encouraged 
to consider the ethical nature of elephant 
tourism. However, ox cart riding remained 
uncritically accepted. Elephant riding is more 
widely condemned because of higher tourist 
attraction and more exposed to the world. 
Though, I do wonder why elephant riding is the 
only attraction that has been banned, especially 
when we have the choice to ban ALL animal 
rides in the first place. Wouldn’t that be more 
ethical and equal?  Petting our ride  

  Trying out rubber sheet making the traditional way  
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PHUKET
THAIL AND

James Bond Island 
by Fadil Mohamed

O n the third day of our Phuket 
expedition, we visited one of the most 

iconic tourist attractions in Phuket, the James 
Bond Island. James Bond Island is located in the 
Phang Nga Bay of Phuket, Thailand.  
 First of all, we were all excited to visit 
this island mainly because it was featured 
on an actual James Bond movie, The Man 
with the Golden Gun. It was an hour drive to 
the pier where we had to take a boat to the 
actual destination, which made the whole 
thing even more fun. It was a 30 minute 
drive to the island and the climate was 
absolutely stunning. I sat on the very front of 
the boat and just observed the surroundings 
while gathering some ideas.   
 Later on, we finally arrived at the place 
and took some glamorous photos. I had a 
thought, how can an island possibly have a 
foundation that is thinner than the base. From 
my observation, I realised that it was because 
of the coastal erosion. I learnt that, during boat 
trip, the sea level was lower than usual which 
made us visualise the eroded parts of the island. 
And if the island continues to erode,  chances 
are the James Bond Island will fall apart as, the 
only connection between the base of the sea 
and the island itself is constantly eroding.

  Boat ride to James Bond island  

  Island football pitch at Ko Panyi  

  Amazed by the scenic limestone island  
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Service and Action 
at the Mangrove Plantation 
by Ludwig Sia

O n Day 3 of our expedition, we 
completed our Service and Action 

(S&A). Our activity was an opportunity to 
give back to Mother Nature. Our S&A was at 
Khao Lak Mangrove Rehabilitation site, where 
we all helped them to replant mangrove 
trees in the east coast of Phuket. This S&A 
enabled us to know how important mangrove 
trees are to the Phuket community, as it is 
used for industry as well as to protect the 
shore of Phuket from strong waves.  
 After the S&A, we all visited a village called 
Koh Panyi. Koh Panyi is located in Phang Nga 
Province. It is a floating Muslim village that was 
built on the stilts. This floating village does not 
just consist of houses; it also has a mosque, 
school and even a floating football pitch on the 
sea.

  Ok, I am done with planting Mangrove but how do I get out of here now  

  Into the muddy swamp to plant mangroves  

  Planting mangroves on shore of Phuket  
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Our Experience with 
Elephant Trekking 
by Sherineel Kaur

D uring our expedition, we went to a 
Wildlife Sanctuary to watch the elephant 

show as well as experience elephant riding. The 
focus of our reflection was on ethical tourism 
and sustainable economic development. 
Though it was nice being on an elephant, I 
saw that the elephants were treated harshly 
whenever they went off the track.  
 I learnt from this experience that these 
animal sanctuaries seem to do more damage 
than good for the elephants as they are 
separated from their mothers and then go 
through a process called “phajaan” to crush 

their spirits and make them obedient. They are 
also forced to wear heavy harnesses and trained 
to carry two grown people on their backs for 
the majority of the day without any breaks. 
Sadly tourism is the only sustainable solution 
to preserve the elephant’s population without 
having to fully rely on donations.  

PHUKET
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  Trekking up the waterfall  

  Elephant riding  
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 On the bright side, we experienced other 
forms of elephant tourism that is not harmful 
for the elephants, such as elephant bathing. 
We enjoyed being with the elephants in a 
scenic river, cleaning the elephants while they 
playfully sprayed water through their trunks.

"We enjoyed being wi t h t he 
elephants in a scenic river, 

cleaning t he elephants while t hey 
playfully sprayed water t hrough 

t heir trunk."

  Greeting an elephant  

  Elephant care  

  Hello there!  

  Elephant show  
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The Uniqueness of Thailand
by Ms Vicky Vallance (Physical Education)

Thailand presents a unique opportunity to study first hand a 
Southeast Asian country that did not have its culture distorted 
through colonisation. Bangkok, the modern capital of Thailand and 
its surrounding provinces provided the locations for the students to 
immerse themselves and experience firsthand the depth and warmth 
of the Thai culture.
Students were able to compare the UNESCO world heritage sites 
of River Kwai and Ayutthaya the ancient capital of Thailand. Their 
appreciation and understanding of Thai culture and traditions was 
strengthened further through a day at the Sampran Riverside Thai 
Village. Here true experiential learning took place as they participated 
in many traditional Thai cultural activities and crafts whilst listening to 
knowledgeable guides.
Although never colonized, Thailand opened up to and befriended 
many European powers. The students were able to see examples of the 
European influence on Thai architecture whilst exploring the buildings 
and grounds of the Royal Summer Palace. 
For the students this was a short but truly meaningful opportunity to 
become more ‘Knowledgeable’ and ‘Open minded’ and to develop 
other IB Learner Profile attributes whilst visiting a foreign country. 
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BANGKOK
THAILAND

personal & cultural expression 

92 students
8 teachers

23—27 Apr 2018

trip leader
Ms Vicky

assistant leader
Mr Vicknesh

GRADE 9
  Student focusing on assessment  

  Students taking in the buildings at royal summer palace  
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My Experience  
at the Camillian home and 
Summer Palace 
by Emily

A fter waking up from a lovely sunny 
morning in Bangkok, we headed 

towards Camillian home, a facility home for 
disabled children and their families.   
 We were here, at Camillian home to fulfill 
our Service and Action activity. During our 
visit, we watched a video showcase, on how 
the home was set up. After that, we were given 
a tour around the home. Once that was done, 
we managed to interact with the children at the 
home. Together, we cleaned the corridors of the 
home. This was indeed a good experience for us. 
 We also visited Summer Palace, to 
do our art assessment. We were there mainly 
to learn how to draw a building as well as 
observe the architecture and the influences of 

  Listening to the manager at Camilian home  

the Summer Palace. The palace’s architecture 
was influenced by European and Chinese 
architecture. I decided to draw the Thai Pagoda 
because I felt, it was unique.

  Students reading information about the home  
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Sampran Riverside 
Village 
by Tan Min Lynn

O n the third day of our expedition, 
we visited Sampran Riverside Village 

to explore and discover the traditional 
Thai culture. Here, we were split into 
various groups to experience the 12 
traditional Thai activities in rotation.   
 These activities consisted of Bamboo 
Dancing, Herbal Pavilion, Thai Martial Arts, 
Muay Thai (Thai Boxing), Silk Processing, 
Umbrella Painting, Thai Music and Dance, 
Traditional Weaving, Traditional Pottery, 
Thai Kitchen, Garland Making, and Rice 
Farming. For activities such as Thai's 
traditional performing arts, we learnt how 
to perform their traditional dances. We 
also tried to play their instruments.  
 

In the Thai Martial Arts, we used the traditional 
Thai weapons, long poles, short arm guards 
and swords to fight with one another using 
the moves that the caretakers taught us. 
Muay Thai, was really fun. Each of the activity 
which did at the Sampran Riverside Village 
was indeed an eye opener for all of us. 

BANGKOK 
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  Students making clay elephants  

  Kids getting excited for lunch  

  Experiencing sword fighting  

"We used t he tradi t ional 
T hai weapons, long poles, short 
arm guards and swords to fight 

wi t h one anot her."
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  Students making clay elephants  

  Beginning a creative journey 
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BANGKOK 
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  Train crossing the bridge  

  Students walking across the railway bridge  
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"Our visi t to t hese 
historical si tes, broadened our 
perspect ives, as well as giving 
us an insight on t he effects."

The War Cemetery 
by Wong Chi Chen

T he fourth day of our trip in Thailand 
was very informative. In my view, 

this is the trip, which probably provided 
us the most information. For starters, it 
came as a surprise to us that Thailand, was 
somewhat effected by World War II.   
 Based on my knowledge, prior to the 
trip, Thailand, is a nation that has never 
been colonised, hence I had assumed 
that they played no part in World War II. 
However, this trip to Thailand was indeed an 
eye opener to me and my friends.  
 We learnt of the construction of the 
“Death Railway” linking Thailand and 
Myanmar, which was built by the Japanese 
during World War II. We learnt this during 
our visit to the Death Railway Museum, as 
well as to the War Cemetery.  

 At the cemetery, we learnt that, most 
of the people involved in constructing 
this railway line were Christian soldiers, 
mostly from Great Britain, whom were 
captured during the course of the war.  
 Our visit to these historical sites, 
broadened our perspectives, as well as giving 
us an insight on the effects of war.

  Students at the war cemetary  

  Students using the BeED app for their work  
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Exploring Historic Xi’an
by Ms Cindy Tham (MYP Coordinator) & Mr Woon (Music Teacher)

Xi’an is perhaps most renowned for being the former capital of the 
Zhou, Qin, Han and Tang dynasties in China, and where Emperor 
Qin Shi Huang was interred with his Terracotta Army. Xi’an located 
at the eastern mostpoint of the Silk Road, connects China and the 
Mediterranean. Our expedition theme was, “The Glorious Dynasties". 

 The visit to Emperor Qin’s Mausoleum and his Terracotta Army 
was the highlight of the trip for various reasons. The rows of front-
line troops followed by the infantry and archers illustrated the 
emperor’s meticulous military strategy. The unique facial features of 
each warrior in an army of thousands and the 700,000-odd workers 
who died in the construction of the necropolis demonstrated the 
emperor’s obsession with power. 

 For the Service and Action, the students 
visited Maple Leaf International School, 
where they led their peers in applying different  
Approaches to Learning (ATL) Skills to examine 
the changing employment market, and how they 
can be competitive when they graduate in the  
near future.
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XI 'AN
CHINA

the glorious dynasties

144 students
13 teachers

23—29 Apr 2018

trip leaders
Ms Ann Lim

Dr Evan Chin

assistant leaders
Ms Cindy Tham

Mr Woon Sze Ting

GRADE 10
  Sharing of Laozi's Taoism ideology and core values in 
  Dao De Jing  

  Student trying out the Xun instrument  
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A Visit to the 
Historical Xi’an 
City Wall 
by Murasaki Momose and Sejung Kim

W e, the Grade 10s, were fortunate 
to be given the opportunity to 

visit Xi’an, China.  
 On the day after our arrival, we visited 
the Xi’an City Wall which is known to be 
the oldest, largest and the best historically 
preserved city wall in China. The friendly tour 
guides explained its function and purpose 
as the main line of defence to protect 
the inner city and to maintain peace by 
preventing attacks from enemies.  
 Throughout the walk along the area, we 
understood the main ideology and the concept 
behind the historical creation of this city wall 
built in Xi’an, aside from picking up a new 
instrument to try out.

  The walk along the city wall  

  In discussion on booklet questions  

  Trying out the Xun  
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Xi’an Museum and 
Small Wild Goose 
Pagoda 
by Dricky Ooi and Chai Foo Seng

O n the 25th April 2018, we visited the 
Xi’an Museum and the Small Wild 

Goose Pagoda, where we saw many elaborate 
designs of fabrics made out of silk. The 
popularity of silk fabrics made Xi’an known 
as the Silk Road. We had the opportunity 
to view the exhibitions which showcased 
the daily lives of people in the old Chinese 
days. This include cookware, pottery, bronze 
craft, paintings, statues and scripts that 
have introduced China to Buddhism.  

XI 'AN 
CHINA

  Xi'an Museum  

  One of the winning sketches  
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 Next to the museum was the Small Wild 
Goose Pagoda. In addition to the tour of 
pagoda, we were told of the history behind 
its name. The monks back then were non-
vegetarian. One day, they realised they had ran 
out of meat and hoped the Bodhisattva would 
send them some meat. Suddenly, a goose from 
a flock flying nearby dropped from the sky. 
This surprised the monks who took it as a sign 
that they should be more pious. They buried 
the goose and became vegetarians ever since. 
After the tour, we took some time to sketch 
the scenery of the pagoda and its surrounding 
gardens. Reflecting on the visit, the museum, 
and the pagoda showed how religion was 
initially introduced to the local community as 
a method of unification, and how it eventually 
became an important part of their daily lives.

  Students getting artistic at the visit to the Small Wild  
 Goose Pagoda  

  Small Wild Goose Pagoda  

  Sketching the view of the pagoda  
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Service and Action 
at Maple Leaf International School 
by Ku Mohamad Ilhan and Qiu Mei Hui

O n the third day of our Xi’an trip, we visited 
the Maple Leaf International School for our 

Service and Action. Upon arrival, we were greeted 
by their student guides. Students from Fairview 
International School did a musical performance in 
appreciation of the warm welcome.  
 After the tour, we collaborated with the 
Maple Leaf International School students for 
our Service and Action. Our task was to share 
the Approaches to Learning (ATL) Skills and 
Six Thinking Hats with our friends to create 
awareness about the importance of education 
in shaping the future. We watched videos and 
had a discussion on how the economic status of 
individuals and countries will depend on the level 
of education as well as on the evolution of work.  

XI 'AN 
CHINA

 We realised that our needs were 
different from the Maple Leaf students as 
we saw how the majority of them struggled 
to answer in English which showed that 
they need more language training. On the 
other hand, interacting with them also made 
us realise that most of us need to brush up 
on our Mandarin to be able to converse well 
in our assessment activity. Nevertheless, it 
was a fun and educational experience.

  Learning to sculpt a dog in clay  

  Flute performance by Fairview students  

  Sharing about ATL skills needed for future using  
 the ATL model of 6 thinking hats  

  Interviewing session regarding the topic of occupation  
 and artificial intelligence  
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  Experiencing one of the Chinese martial arts, Tai Chi  

  Frisbee friendly match between FIS and MIS  
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Lou Guan Tai in Xi’an 
by Lau Da Wei and Donovan Low Jinn

N i hao! It was indeed a memorable visit 
to Lou Guan Tai, a Taoist temple, which 

encourages and promotes Laozi's philosophy of 
“moderation”. This is the place where Laozi, a 
Chinese philosopher and founder of Taoism’s 
philosophical system, wrote “Dao De Jing” or 
also known as “The Classic Way of Life”, which 
is a guideline for the religion. In short, his 
teaching states that humans should always go 
with the flow and do not try to defy nature. 
We should accept everything as it is and be 
balanced in everything that we do.  

XI 'AN 
CHINA

 We also performed the Bai Shi ceremony 
there. We wore the Hanfu costumes and paid 
respect to our teachers to show our gratitude 
for the sacrifices that they have made for us. 
We also toured the museum where the first 
hall presented the Ying and Yang symbol as an 
animated galaxy, while in the next hall, we were 
briefed by our tour guides on Laozi's teachings.  
 This Taoist temple is set against a picturesque 
background with a tranquil atmosphere which 
is truly amazing.

  Students experiencing the Bai Shi Ceremony  

  Writing the Dao De Jing on a 10-metre scroll  

  Group photo with Hanfu  
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