In the midst of editing Fairnews,
circumstances had brought me face to face
to grapple with my roots. It was only then it
dawned on me, that for many this magazine
too, shall one day be part of their roots.
We celebrate our roots by reminiscing about
the notable highlights in our lives. I am so
glad to report that for this year, there were
indeed many achievements.
Fairview International School, had done
Malaysia proud on
the global stage for
the second time in as
many years by winning
a series of prestigious
world award at Yale
University.
Just a year ago, two students from the
school Sonya Janejit Kaur and Celine Poon
did the nation proud when they won an
award at the Canadian Dance International
Film Festival.

This time around, 12 students from our
school, namely Keith Tan, Bahrani Shipei.
Aishath Rya, Seeya Kapur, Grace Ong, Ashlee
Al-Khair, Madeleine Tiong, Wong Chi Chen,
Tang Yi Won, Lau Ann Zi, Ryan Kee, and Seah
Yuxuan did Malaysia proud when they won
gold in the World Scholars Cup which was
held at Yale University in the United States
between 17th Nov and 22nd Nov.
The school is well on its way to being a worldbeater. Being at the centre stage of global
events for the second time running in as many
years, is the clearest indication yet, “when it is
made in Fairview, it’s not made by chance”.
As Aristotle once said,

“the roots of education are
bitter but the fruit is sweet”.
With this in mind, we are expecting more of
our students to take the centre stage in global
education competitions.
Hence this magazine today is much about the
roots that are taking shape at Fairview. The
children and names you see here today, are
the ones who are on their way to show the
world that if you are fortunate enough to have
your education at Fairview, then you are ready
to change the world for the better.
Francis Fernandez
Editor
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Little Humans
“went under the sea with”

The Little Mermaid
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Baby Show Asia took over the Reception
area with a mesmerising play on the “Little
Mermaid”. Attuned with catchy music,
Ariel, Prince and Sebastian made their
way into the Reception area to seek help
from our students. A mission to find the
‘Pearl of Happiness’, Reception I and G
students teamed up to defeat Ursula, who
was responsible for the loss of the pearl.
Students were excited to win various
games including escaping through ‘sea
holes’ and fishing!
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PICNIC
The Grade 1 students and
teachers organised a small picnic.
They were engaged in different
fun activities and games and
shared delicious homemade food
with their teachers and peers.
Everyone was interacting with
each other to strengthen their
social and communication skills.
The students learned and realised
how relationships help people to
interact with each other in a loving
and caring manner. It was a day
full of joy and laughter!
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A visit to the
Tenmoku Pottery

7

The Grade 2 students went to the
Tenmoku Pottery for their Unit of
Enquiry.
During the trip, students learned
that different types of clay
are used to produce different
materials like teapot, plate and
cup. Students also learned that it
takes a long time for the moulded
clay to become a beautiful pottery.

Through this field trip, students
understood the process of change
in each materials of clay.
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Untangling the
human chain
On the 30th August 2018,
student-parent activity were held
for the Grade 3 students. This was
done to align with the Grade 3
Unit of Enquiry, which talks about
‘building relationships through
communicating, understanding
and accepting others’.
The purpose of having this
activity was to provide effective
ways for students to build positive
relationships with their parents.
Activities done during the
programme were ‘untangling
the human chain’ and ‘building a
newspaper tower’. Afterwards, the
students and parents were asked
to reflect on the activities and
its impact. They all enjoyed this
wonderful experience.
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Say “AHHHHHHHHH”

A dentist came to school to give
a short talk about dental hygiene.
The students were excited to
see the dentist. The talk lasted
for about 40 minutes and the

students had a lot of questions
especially about teeth cavity
and gum diseases. The dentist
discussed about oral hygiene, the
do’s and don’ts of brushing, and

•G

prevention of diseases. It was an
informative session. The students
learned about dental health and
the importance of having healthy
teeth and gums.

rade 5•

Migration Talk by Mr Ali
The Grade 5 gathered at the
Interactive Room on the 6th of
September 2018 for a migration
talk by our guest speaker, Mr Ali.
Mr Ali had been travelling since
he was young. He started off
by explaining the countries he
had been to, and the different
reasons he had for migrating to
those places. While explaining,
he showed the routes of his
migration using the world map.

Once the talk was over, students
were given the opportunity to ask
questions. Students were excited
and curious about Mr Ali’s story.
The question and answer session
took another 20 minutes.
Students went back to their
respective classes for further
discussion and reflection. They
managed to demonstrate their
understanding by successfully

identifying the push and pull
factors and the consequences of
migration.
semester 1 - 2018/19
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Field Trip to the
National Museum
Grade 6 students had an
opportunity to expand their
knowledge related to the Unit of
Inquiry One which was Where We
are in Place and Time by going
to the National Museum. This
was also a chance for students
to understand how the past
civilisation had an impact on
modern life, which was the central
idea of this unit of study.

Students toured four different
galleries in the museum. The
first gallery exhibited the prehistoric era such as the Perak Man
skeleton being the main highlights
in this particular section. The
second gallery, was The Malay
Kingdoms, that had sections on
Early Trade Routes, Malay Empires
and others.
The third gallery was The Colonial
Era which highlighted the time
when the Peninsular was under
the colonial rulers. The Malaysia
Today gallery section showcased
the formation of Malaysia plus the
achievements of the nation.

10
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Christmas Ball
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This quarter under the guidance of
the Student Council, the Grade 7
students came forward to organise
and host an amazing and fun filled
Christmas Ball.
The objective of this activity
was to give the Grade 7 the
opportunity to develop their
leadership skills. It was really
commendable how the group
of students, collectively staged
a show, which exhibited their
IB learner traits of being
communicators, principled, openminded, caring and risk-takers.

The students explored different
ATL skills such as Design Cycle,
Active listening, PCDA Cycle,
brainstorming, prototyping, event
preparation and execution of the
main event on the day.

11
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The Renaissance and the
Enlightenment
During Quarter 2, students had
the opportunity to enjoy their
lessons by exploring two of
the most significant historical
periods that occurred in Europe.
The Renaissance and the
Enlightenment era represented a
huge social transformation for the
European societies.
Students conducted what we
called ‘Celebration of Learning’
(COL), in order to express the
consolidated ideas they had
acquired over the last 3 months.
For an accurate preparation,
students used the ATL Skills:
Belbin Team Roles and the Graphic
Organiser (Mind Map) as a way
to plan for their presentation to
parents and teachers.
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Educational board games
Grade 9 students this semester showcased
their “Celebration of Learning” through
an amazing display of board games. The
students developed it from scratch by
using the 21st-century learning tools.
The students developed the board games
using ATL skills such as Design Cycle,
SWOT Analysis and Toast Master. This
activity was appreciated and thoroughly
enjoyed by all.
The Grade 9 students were encouraged by
the feedback received from teachers and
their peers. This celebration of learning
was indeed a big celebration for them and
a big boost to their confidence.
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CAREER TALK AND
PLACEMENT SERVICES

14

The school is concerned not
only in the academic growth of
each student but also takes a
deep interest in developing their
personality by providing a vibrant
environment that nurtures their
personal and social growth.
With this in mind, Grade 10
students participated in a “Career
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talk and Placement Services”
workshop. This talk was to
encourage Fairview students to
develop their career pathways.
The students were very happy to
attend this talk as they found it
very beneficial to invest time to
reflect on what they really want to
do in the future.

•G

rade 11•

FairDream
Personal
Project

15

FairDream is a Career Development
Workshop with an objective to encourage
teenagers to be independent when
planning their future educational path.
Jason Lee, the FairDream organiser
relied heavily on ATL skills, as it was
his intention that all 72 participants
understood the importance of selfawareness in every decision they make in
their lives.
The 11th of December marked a day
where a special platform was designed to
gather teenagers that were willing to step
an extra mile for their future.
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TEDxYouth at Fairview
International School KL
Fairview International School KL IB
Diploma students successfully hosted
the inaugural TEDxYouth conference
on 18th August 2018. A TEDx event is
a local gathering where live TED-like
talks and videos previously recorded
at TED conferences are shared
with the community. TEDx events
are fully planned and coordinated
independently, on a community-bycommunity basis.

Fairnews issue 54

TEDxYouth are fun and
imaginative. The full day
conference was quite exhilarating,
the seats were fully booked and
the speakers were awe-inspiring.
Among them was Dr AJ Minai,
one of Malaysia’s prominent TEDx
Speakers. He shared a powerful
message of encouragement,
which was in lines with the theme
that was put forward, “Flight of
Dream”.

•NCUK•

NCUK Award Winner 2018
In 2017 Fairview gave students
the opportunity to gain
guaranteed access to 13 reputable
UK Universities, by bringing the
NCUK International Foundation
Year back to Malaysia.
It was fitting that for NCUK’s 40th
Year Anniversary, the IFY was
coming back home. Thanks to our
diligent, committed and caring
teachers, combined with the grit
and determination of our students,

Fairview achieved a 100% pass
rate, and 100% of its students
were offered a place at their first
choice University.

•ev

On the 28th of November 2018,
NCUK held its Annual Student
Prize Awards at Aston University.
Peter Chong of the University
of Birmingham, studying
International Relations and
Economics, was recognised for
his high academic performance.
Fairview is extremely proud that a
student from our pioneering batch
demonstrated their academic
prowess.

ents•

Mid-Autumn
Festival Celebration

17

On the 24th of September, the students prepared a series of
performances for teachers and parents in conjunction with the MidAutumn Festival Celebration.
The “Bingpi” moon cake making activity and the paper lantern making
competition highlights the charm and beauty of the Chinese culture.
At the end of the activity, parents and student got to taste the “Bingpi”
moon cake and took home the paper lanterns that they had made. It
was a warm and memorable day for everyone.
semester 1 - 2018/19
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FRIENDSHIP
Reception students had the chance to
deepen their understanding on friendship
by improving their communication
skills and teamwork, through various
activities. The students conducted a
simple interview session with their peers
and were able to know more about their
friend’s likes and dislikes.

01

02
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01

It was an activity full of laughter because students
were asked to write down their parent’s phone
numbers, but wrote down their passwords instead

•G

02

Students and parents were comparing their
respective answers after the activity ended

rade 1•

Family Day
On the first Unit of Inquiry,
students learnt about the
transdisciplinary theme of
“Who We Are” and the Central
Idea, which revolves, on how
relationship contributes to
shaping our identity. In relation
to this, Grade 1 students had a
Family Day.
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The event started with an ice
breaking session where parents
shared their appreciation towards
their children while the students
expressed what they loved the
most about their family. The
families created a poster together
and expressed their ideas on the
representation of symbols and
imageries on the poster.

They shared about the values
that are being practised at home
and the type of activities they do
together. Through this activity,
students were able to reflect on
the importance of family.

03

03

03
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Learning experience
through exploration!
Grade 2 students visited the Penang Asia Camera
Museum for an excursion to learn more about selfexpression. Guided by Ms May and other teachers,
they were exposed to interesting facts about
cameras.
Students found out how one of the very first cameras
was used to capture static image. It was done by
tracing an image method known as Obscura and
projected through a small hole forming an inverted

image (left to right and upside down) on a surface
opposite to the opening.
Apart from that, students were also exposed to the
very first animation (moving image) from the past.
The students engaged attentively throughout the
visit by inquiring various questions to enrich their
knowledge.
03

Students were given the opportunity to
explore different kinds of cameras

•G

rade 3•

Respect Must
Be Earned

During the first unit of inquiry, students explored
how relationships are built through communication,
understanding and acceptance. As the unit looks
into social and self-management skills, students took
part in various tasks and group activities to discover
and learn more about themselves, especially their
conflicts. As a result, they learned how to solve
conflicts and picked up the IB Learner traits of having
empathy, tolerance and respect.
semester 1 - 2018/19
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Exploring the
Human Body
During the first unit of inquiry, students explored
how the human body system contributes to
our health and survival. They carried out a
research and used their communication skills to
share their knowledge. Majority of the Grade 4
students were able to tap in as an Inquirer, which
is one of the important IB Learner Profiles.

•G
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Let’s Explore the Past!

The Grade 5 students went to the Penang Colonial
Museum for their excursion. The visit allowed them
to further explore the central theme of “Where We
Are in Place and Time’. They inquired about many
interesting facts during their visit.
Guided by Mr. Evin, the students worked in pairs and
explored the museum to find information to answer
a set of questions given to them. While searching
for the answers, the students learned that the early
Fairnews issue 54

immigrants who inhabited Penang were not only from
Southeast Asia, but also originated from Japan, Saudi
Arabia, Myanmar and the Holy Land.
The students also found out that Penang was a
famous spot for the immigrants due to the trading
activities that took place along the Penang Harbour.
The students showcased themselves as inquirers
as they asked various questions to enrich their
knowledge during the visit.

•G

rade 6•

Going Back in Time!
01

21
In this quarter, the Grade 6 students went back
in time at the Penang Time Tunnel Museum to
rediscover Penang. Students were given the
opportunity to observe and be near to artifacts
that had survived over 400 years. Aside from the
displays section of the museum, there were even
documentaries which allowed the students to make a
comparison between the old and new Penang.

03

02

03

01

Students had fun experience with some
of the vehicles which are still being used
until today

02

Students were observing the replicas
that showcased a clear representation of
the activities during the past

The inventions from the past that
were put on display

The students also explored the development of
Penang in the next section of the museum, the 3D
Mural Art Gallery. They were exposed to the different
types of techniques used in art, such as traditional
painting, 3D art, and masterpieces that are able to
glow-in-the-dark.
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Learning
about maps
Digital maps have changed the way we look at the
world today. Most students today had never touched
a paper map before as they are only exposed to
Google Maps and Waze. This unit discusses about
Maps for Individual and Societies which was an eye
opener for the Grade 7 students as they delved into
various types and features of a paper map.

•G
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In order to understand how layer shading and spot
heights work, students were given cardboard models
to replicate mountains. Using the given materials,
the students labelled and painted each layer of the
mountain according their heights. Green shades were
often used for low lands, yellow for slightly higher
lands and followed by orange and finally brown
shades for the highest peak of the mountain.

Designing an
Ergonomic
Learning Space
The students were tasked to create an ergonomic
learning space within the school by selecting one
school area to improve. Then, they conducted an
inquiry and analysis by researching on the Internet,
conducting an interview and a survey to support
their design. After completing all of their research,
the students came up with their ideas.
At this stage, they were grouped together according
to their chosen space. Next, they created their
own plan, complete with a sketch detailing how to
improve the area. All of the elements and principles
of design were applied while crafting their blueprints
and design specifications. As a form of assessment,
the students presented a report to reflect on the
process that they had to go through.
It was very interesting to see the students apply the
design principles in the context of the real world.
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The K-pop Wave
The South Korean pop culture
has become a major global
phenomenon with its distinctive
blend of attractive melodies,
slick choreography and high
quality production. During this
quarter, the Grade 9 students
were exposed to K-pop music.
For starters during one of their

class activities, our students had
to bounce a Ping-Pong ball on
every click of the metronome.
They further progressed their
lesson by listening to K-pop
songs and they had to identify
the meter of the music by
bouncing the ball on every first
beat of the song.

•G
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Water Movement in Plants
During this quarter, Grade 10
Biology students conducted an
experiment with two different
plant tissues. The objective was to
figure out which plant tissue has
the highest water potential. This
can be investigated by applying
the knowledge of osmosis from
their previous Biology lessons.

01

On the day of the experiment,
students brought two types of
plant tissues (apples, potato) to
be tested and analysed. They
prepared for the experiment by
peeling and removing the skin
of both samples, as skins are
impermeable to water. The flesh
of both plant tissues was then cut
into cubes of the same dimensions
to ensure a standardised test.

In essence, they were required to
measure the change of masses in
both samples after being soaked
in different concentrations of
salt solutions. The plant tissue
with the higher water potential
sustains water loss in a lower salt
concentration. The experiment
was completed in 80 minutes.

03

02

01

Anusha and Su Ying are
measuring the amount
of salt to be added into
the water solution for the
osmosis test

02

Runting is removing the skin
of the plant tissue sample

03

Wan Yee and Chloe are
preparing the plant tissue
samples for the experiment
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Learning to Lead
Together
01

The Grade 11 students were tasked to analyse
and study financial statements. This was one of
the preparatory activities prior to their IGCSE
examinations which will take place this coming May.
As students of Financial Management, they were
asked to examine the structure and purposes of
different financial statements.
01

•Event•

The students are analysing
different types of financial
statements

A Spelling Bee

24

We organised a school spelling bee contest. First,
the students had class competitions for each grade
respectively. After that, five students were chosen to
represent the Primary Years Programme and another
five students were chosen to represent the Middle
Years Programme.

02

Fairnews issue 54

The students battled it out in the semi-finals and
three students from the MYP and three from
the PYP was selected to compete in the finals.
For the Primary Years Programme, it was a very
close match, but in the end, Tan Yu Hern (Grade 6
Green) took first place, followed by Alyssa Janine
Khar (Grade 3) in second, and Ishwarya Srinivas
Mukthevi Venkata (Grade 2) in third. The Middle
Years Programme finale was just as close, with
Nicholas Yeoh Yi Ze (Grade 9) taking first place,
Aria Lea Ravi (Grade 11) taking second place, and
Daniel Irzan Lim (Grade 11) finishing in third place.
02

Ishwarya is featured
spelling the second word
she was given.

03

In this photograph, Yu Hern
is ready to spell.

04

In this photgraph, Aria is
spelling out her first word
in the finals.

03

25
04

semester 1 - 2018/19

Fairnews

01

02

JOHOR campus

•R

ECEPTION•

Friendship Friday
26

Friendship Friday, was one of the
many engaging class activities
which took place this quarter. The
students came with their favourite
swimwear, food to share and one
meaningful thing to show and
tell to their friends. The fun-filled
water activity started with water
games and swimming. The picnic
and show and tell session then
took place. The children showed
great enthusiasm, respect and
care during this activity. It was so
much fun!

•G

01

Warming up with Mr. Tito
before swimming

02

Swimming with friends

03

Ready for water fun activity

04

The students enjoyed a picnic
after water fun play

RADE 1•

Together We ARE
a Family!
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04

The Grade 1 welcomed the
school year by learning about
family, which allowed us
the opportunity to inculcate
international mindedness among
the students. Students further
understood the importance of a
family, by having a “Family Day”
in a park nearby.

•G

RADE 2•

The Art of
Communication
“Every now and then one
paints a picture that seems to
have opened a door and serves
as a stepping stone to other
things.” ― Pablo Picasso
The students started their
journey in Grade 2 by exploring
different images and how
it can be used as a medium
to communicate. It was an

engaging activity for the students,
as they explored the different
types of images.
Colourful images were crafted
by the students to deliver a
meaningful message.

27

During the “Family Day”, the
children and parents worked
together to complete the given
challenges at the relay games.
In conclusion, the “Family Day”
made them realise that it is really
important to spend time with the
family.
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Building Relationships
through Communication
We build relationships through
communicating, understanding
and accepting each other. It was
a great way to start the new
Academic Year with this exciting
unit as Grade 3 students explored
different ways people connect to
each other.

01

28

02
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01

Sending letters to friends

02

Students building
relationship by visiting
an orphanage

RADE 4•

A Healthy Body Holds a
Healthy Soul and Mind
The Grade 4 students welcomed
the new academic year by learning
about health and body systems.
They explored various human
body systems by focusing on
its function and connections
between different body parts.
They were able to do experiments
on digestion, researching on
different body systems, and
they even created a PowerPoint
presentation about specific body
system using an iPad. As an extra
initiative, they created brochures
and set up their own health
awareness booth to promote
healthy lifestyle.
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04

03

Student created the Human
Circulatory System model

04

Students did an experiment to
see how the digestive system
works in the body

05

Students learning about the
muscular and skeletal system by
dissecting a chicken wing

05

•G
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Human Migration
06

Students learned about human
migration to know why people
move from one place to another.
Students created their own
fictional country by considering
the necessary push and pull
factors of their fictional nation.
They then presented their findings
in front of their classmates.

06

Comic strip about migration

07

Students visited Johor Bahru
Chinese Heritage Museum

07

•G
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Ancient Civilisation
08
The Grade 6 was able to peek
into the incredibly rich and
colourful culture of the Baba
Nyonya Museum, which is
privately run by descendants of
the family who once lived in the
building that was built during the
Dutch occupation. They were
able to observe every piece of
furniture and other furnishings
looking exactly as the original
owners left them.

08

Every room, piece of furniture
(neo-classical European) and
other furnishings (Victorian era
chandeliers and floor tiles) are
exactly as the original owners
left them.
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Let’s play with our
imagination

01

30

02
In this quarter, students learned
about “Fairy Tales”. They were
given the opportunity to explore
these fairy tales by breaking down
different parts of elements found
in each story.
For this activity, they used the
Freytag’s Model to analyse and
label every element of the fairy
tale. It was a fruitful learning as
they were able to specifically
point out the elements that they
found in each of the fairy tale.
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01

In this activity, students had to
post comments after reading
and evaluating the work of other
groups. Students derived their
questions using the 5W1H
method while commenting

02

Students worked together
analysing a Fairy Tale assigned to
them, breaking down the parts
and elements of fairy tale using
the Freytag’s Model

03

Students working as a group

03

04

04

•G
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Ergonomic
Learning
Space
They managed to achieve their
learning objectives by creating a
model of an ergonomic classroom.
They were able to develop the
idea by converting it into an
architectural model. The students
then assessed and evaluated each
other’s architectural model.

31

05

06

05

04

Presenting their ideas

05

Prototype making

06

Voting on the best idea
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Film Studies

01

32

The Grade 9 students explored “the
unit of Film Studies”. They were
exposed to two of Steven Spielberg’s
hit movies, Jaws and Jurassic Park.
They analysed the film techniques
that were used, such as the “mise
en-scene”, characters, plot, setting,
lighting, camera angles and shots,
and also sound. They also worked
on shooting their own videos and
presented the film techniques that
they used. The students had fun this
quarter and are keen to learn more
about film techniques.

01

Exploring Steven Spielberg’s
Style of Directing

02

Presenting Their Videos

03

Shooting Their Videos
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Finding the Melting
point of Naphthalene

33

The Grade 10 students enjoyed their chemistry
lesson with a fun experiment “finding the melting
point of Naphthalene”. Students were given 2 grams
of naphthalene samples and they were required to
use the basic chemical equipment in the lab to find
out the melting point of naphthalene. The students
were collaborating, discussing and trying out to find
the best method that can determine the melting
point of the naphthalene.
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Business Studies
Students learned about the
importance and sources of
finance. They also learned about
recording financial information
such as income statements,
forecast cash flow and balance
sheet. Overall, they showed great
interest in this unit as it is a very
important aspect to know in life.

01

01
01

34

Students brainstorm on the
importance of finance in a
business

01
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We celebrated the Mid-Autumn
Festival to the fullest by inviting
parents and guests to experience
the fun and games such as lantern
riddles and moon cake making.
Parents, students and even guests
got their hands messy by working
together to roll and shape the
moon cake. The highlight of the
event was our lantern walk around
the school. It was a wonderful
night with sweet moments
together with our loved ones.

•Ev

ents•

35

A Family Reunion During
the Mid-Autumn Festival
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Friendship Fish
01

36

02

03

During this quarter, the Reception students
had fun exploring how friendship has an impact
on a person’s well being. They started off by
watching the Rainbow Fish and discussed the
importance of friendship from their point of
view. They also talked on the ways to develop
friendship. With the help of some magic
markers, colourful cotton balls and glitter
papers, they created their own rainbow fishes.
Naming it ‘Our Friendship Fish’, the students
worked together to decorate it beautifully. The
Reception students loved the activity and even
came up with creative names for the characters
in the story.
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01

The characters in the
“Rainbow Fish” story

02

Melvin’s friendship fish

03

Isha’s friendship fish

The Grade 1 students organised an in-house
Family Day as to bond with their loved ones.
There was so much to do, as plenty of activities
were planned for the day. The activities include
playing games, charades, dancing and building
towers using newspapers. Their families also
brought traditional cuisines that were close to
their heart. Everyone had a great time getting
to know each other’s families while enjoying the
food. We were glad to say that friendships were
built during this occasion.

04

•G

RADE 1•

Family
FAMILY Day
DAy
05
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06

04

Playing the whisper game

05

Students singing “I love you”
to their parents

06

A friendship card from
Reception students
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RADE 2•

A Visit to the Trick
Art Museum
Grade 2 students visited the Trick Art Museum.
They were able to make a connection between
art and the supporting elements that creates
an optical illusion. This allowed the students to
view images in three dimensions. The students
had an enjoyable time while being inspired by
the surrounding artwork.
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02

01

Students taking photos with the eagle mural

02

Students posing in front of the “Great Wall
of China” mural

03

Grade 2 students taking a group photo after
their visit

03
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•G

RADE 3•

Funtopia:
Fun and Teamwork
04

Climbing up the
obstacle course

06

Getting ready for the
Big Slide

05

All dressed-up in
Funtopia

07

Good teamwork kids!

06

Grade 3 students visited the Funtopia Courtyard
Mall for their first field trip of the semester. The
objective of the trip was to apply their social and
self-management skills.
The students participated in team building activities
to enhance their teamwork and communication
skills. The obstacles and challenges also helped
the students overcome their differences and work
together towards self-improvement. It was indeed a
fun and engaging day for the students’.

07
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•G

RADE 4•

SUBANG campus

Getting to Know
Who We Are
Grade 4 students visited Jumpstreet Asia, to
understand more on their transdisciplinary theme of
‘Who We Are’. They learned that by staying active
through exercises and activities, it contributes to
one’s health and well being.
Some of the activities that the students took
part were trampoline jumping, playing dodgeball,
basketball and walking on a tightrope. The students
learned that their heart rate increases through
vigorous exercises or whenever an individual is
feeling scared or nervous.
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•G

RADE 5•

Merdeka!
In the spirit of Merdeka, students sang along to
“Tanggal 31” and danced to the new National Day
theme song, “Kita Punya Malaysia”, by local rock band
Bunkface. All of them came to school dressed in their
traditional attires displaying the diverse mix of ethnic
groups in Malaysia.
The Grade 5 students managed to create awareness
among our lower PYP students on the concept of
patriotism, which was not limited to reciting the
pledge or singing the national anthem.
They took this opportunity to share the importance
of being grateful towards their country and the
people who have fought to obtain independence for
the nation.
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•G

RADE 6•

A Visit to the
Islamic World

41

Grade 6 students visited the Islamic
Arts Museum Malaysia to experience
and discover the different aspects of
civilisations including geography, religion,
achievements, politics, economics, social
structure, and technology. They were able
to identify how these aspects developed
over time.
The architecture model on display included
the Taj Mahal and a large-scale model of
the Masjid al-Haram in Mecca. Students
were fascinated by the fine calligraphy,
beautiful penmanship of written
manuscripts, superb Islamic metalwork,
woodcarving and metal handicrafts.
Students were also captivated by the
Indian jewellery sets on display, made out
of diamonds, emeralds, rubies and pearls.
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SUBANG campus

Map Projections
2D to 3D

01

42

01

Students showing their artwork

02

Students gathering around to use the
tapes to form the globe

03

Students’ final product

02

Students learned about map projection by
watching a video on map projection and utilising
the tools such as a model of the globe. The video
taught them that there is no definite way to
perfectly flatten the earth.
This allowed students to do map projections, plus
how to analyse the source of maps. The overall
class session helped them to become inquirers and
open-minded about the world around them.

03
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•G

RADE 8•

Exploration
06
The Grade 8 students explored the true
meaning of human interaction, which
include elements of human relationships
with family, friends, the surrounding
community and culture.

04

Nazim aiming to kick the ball

05

Omar kicking the ball towards goal

06

Good footwork Nazim!

During the Cooperative Game unit, the
students participated in activities that
enhanced both their leadership skills
and group interaction through a variety
of scenarios. Students were able to
identify leadership roles and were able to
communicate with other group members
effectively.
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RADE 9•

7C in Teaching and
Learning Science
The 7C’s are ‘Caring about students (nurturing
productive relationships), Controlling behaviour
(promoting cooperation and peer support),
Clarifying ideas and lessons (making success
seem feasible), Challenging students to work
hard and think hard (pressing for effort and
rigor), Captivating students (making learning
interesting and relevant), Conferring (eliciting
students’ feedback and respecting their ideas), and
Consolidating (connecting and integrating ideas to
support learning)’.
These methods help students question their
preconceptions and motivates them to learn by
putting them in a situation where they come to see
themselves as the authors of answers and as the
agents of responsibility for change.

•G

RADE 10•

Visual Communication
By applying the psychological Gestalt Theory, the
Grade 10 students learned how to communicate
through art. The Gestalt theory examines how the
minds perceive objects as part of a greater whole and
as elements of a more complex structure.
This theory has at least 5 - 6 techniques to learn
and understand. For this particular unit, the students
were tasked to analyse posters in order to identify
the perception of audiences after viewing a design
that incorporates the Gestalt Theory.
From analysing observations, our students, we able
to design their own art using the theory.
Fairnews issue 54

•G

RADE 11•

Great Minds and Great
Experiences
During their Language and Literature
class, the Grade 11 students focused on
learning about Scott Fitzgerald’s, great
American novel ”The Great Gatsby”. Based
on the global context of ‘Globalisation and
Sustainability’, this unit allowed students to
have an in-depth look at the Roaring 20s
and the social cost of extreme wealth and
poverty.
The students participated in activities and
discussions revolving around concepts like
social mobility, posing important questions
such as the true value of money. They
applied their findings not only on the
context of the novel, but also based on their
observation.
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SUBANG campus

•event•

Student Council
Campaign and
Oath Taking

46
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The Student Council is a student-based
organisation designed to help promote school
spirit and leadership among students. The Student
Council also provides students between Grade 3
and Grade 6 an opportunity to practice leadership
and decision making skills.
Between the 20th and 23rd August, the Student
Council candidates had their election campaign
to convince their peers to vote for them. The
election was held on the 24th of August and
the new set of Student Council members were
unveiled on the 3rd of September.
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ECEPTION•

IPOH campus

Back
BACK to the past
Past

01

48
01

We are ready to explore! 03

02

Let us see it closer!

02
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The Reception students along with
the Grade 1 students went for an
excursion to the Old House Museum
in Taiping, Perak.
After an hour long journey, they were
welcomed by Mr Tan, the person in
charge of the museum. He explained
that the house belongs to his family
for three generations. The students
explored the house and observed the
pictures and belongings of Mr Tan’s
ancestors.
In the end, the students had fun
and expanded their understanding
about the central idea of the unit “
Friendship can have an impact on
well-being”.

Thank you Mr Tan!

03

•G

RADE 1•

Sleeping over at school

49
05

04

Oops, it seems that our students and
teachers had overslept as they turned up
to school in their pyjamas. Oh wait, today
is the Pyjama Party Day!
Our Grade 1 teachers linked the occasion
to their ongoing Unit of Inquiry, which
explores the traits of being a good family
member. During the party, our students
picked up three IB learner profiles, namely
Caring, Communicator and being a
Principled individual.

04

Rainbow scraping
art

05

Dylan’s scrape art

06

Movie time during
the party

06

The Grade 1 students learnt how to
share toys and care for their younger
schoolmates from Reception. In a way,
our Grade 1 students played the role of
an older sibling.
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•G

RADE 2•

Trick Imageries
imageries
The Grade 2 students were looking forward
to their visit to the Trick Art Museum. From
the visit they were able to explore the
central idea on how images have the ability
to communicate. Our students inquired
on the type of media used to create a 3D
painting. Aside from exploring different
types of images, they also discovered how
standing on a fixed spot is essential for an
image to look real.

Experimenting with different
positions and distances, the
students were impressed with
how their photos turned out. At
the end of the day, they were able
to reflect on the usage of images
to convey messages and spread
awareness.

05

01

Distance made me
look bigger

02

Students posing in
front of the “black
hole” mural

03

Students writing
down their
observation

04

Students trying out
different angle to
create a dramatic
effect

05

Unleashing my
hidden talent
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RADE 3•

IPOH campus

Key to a healthy
relationship

52

It’s not easy to establish a healthy relationship but our
Grade 3 students had the courage to get to know the
elderly at the Twilight Care Centre by communicating,
understanding and accepting them for who they are.
Upon arrival, our Grade 3 students greeted the elderly
from the care centre with love and respect. Throughout
the visit, they brought with them the core elements of
an IB student, which is compassion.
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The Eatwell plate is an illustrated food guide which
educate people on achieving a healthy, balanced diet.
The students designed their own Eatwell plate with their
parents to prepare a healthy snack.

01

The students went an extra mile by conducting an
experiment on the effects of different types of drinks
to the human teeth. Surprised with the results, the
students conducted a roleplay to emphasise on the
importance of having healthy eating habits.

02

•G

RADE 4•

01

Dinasour egg

02

What is that: our
intestines

03

Give me a bowl of
salad and a fruit
juice

04

We are proud
of this posterdigestive system

Young health advisors
in the making!

04

03
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01

IPOH campus
02

Have you ever wondered if you will
ever get the chance to witness a
time machine in your lifetime? Even
without a time machine, our Grade
5 students were able to ‘go back in
time’ during their visit to the Han
Chin Pet Soo Museum in Ipoh.
The main purpose of this excursion
was to figure out the push and pull
factors and the effects of migration
among the Hakka community to
Malaya. They were also enlightened
by the ‘Four Evils’ lifestyle which
were practiced by the Hakka
Miners. It was a taboo subject that
had brought trouble into the lives
of the rich and poor.
After listening to the tour guide’s
explanation on the activities held
at the gentlemen’s club during the
colonial days, the students gained
new insights.
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Back in time
05

01

Students are trying
to understand the
different value of
money

02

Students are looking
at the old stationery
used by the Hakka
Towkay

03

Students are
mesmerised by the
infinity mirrors

04

Students are listening
to the process of tinmining

05

One of the four evils
practiced in Han Chin
Pet Soo; Gambling

06

Students tried to lift
a sack half-full of tin
to understand the
struggles of tin miners
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RADE 6•

IPOH campus

Pop up Booklets
on Ancient
Civilisation
Grade 6 poured their hard work into creating and
presenting a pop-up booklet on ancient civilisation.
Students showcased their booklet with full
confidence and detailed explanation.
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The pop-up book were filled with details and facts
on the architecture, agriculture, irrigation, socioeconomic and the social hierarchy of each civilisation.
The students made an extra effort by coming up with
a role play.

•G

RADE 7•

Cartographers for a day
People who produces maps are
called cartographers. Cartography
refers to the study of maps as well
as the overall process of mapmaking.
Our Grade 7 were able to
experience being cartographers
for a day. After implementing the
methods and skills in class, our
students converted the staircase
of the campus into a ‘mountain’
and presented it in a form of a
map with distance and scale.
One of the most surprising thing
that they have encountered was
Fairnews issue 54

the fact that the each staircase
was not build according to the
same height.

•G

RADE 8•

Applying Chemistry
to Real Life
Grade 8 students had the opportunity to understand
the reactions of acid through a card game session.
In pairs, they came up with the combination of
substances in order to create a chemical reaction.
It was a competition which involves scientific
knowledge and of course, some luck!
On nutrition and digestion chapter, each student
focused a disease and produced a poster to illustrate
the symptoms, causes as well as treatment. The
students then created a gallery walk to aid six
‘patients’ in diagnosing their sickness.

•G
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RADE 9•

Utilising the
clinometer
Since they were learning about trigonometry ratios,
our Grade 9 students applied their knowledge into
practice by calculating the height of the school
building. Through this activity, students begin to
question as they tried to figure out ways to complete
the task.
Eventually, they created their own clinometer in
order to measure the angle of elevation from their
own eye level to the top of the building.
Our students ensured that they were standing on a
flat surface in order to achieve a 90° degree angle
between the equipment and the ground. It was a
good opportunity for our students to recall what they
had learnt and to choose the suitable mathematical
method to solve the problem.
semester 1 - 2018/19
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IPOH campus

Maths Bingo
Grade 10 students participated in a
Mathemathematic Bingo Competition. Similar to the
usual Bingo game which we know and love, they
were required to complete five horizontal, vertical or
diagonal lines of five boxes to win the game.
The students had to answer a set of Math questions
and jot down the answers inside the empty boxes,
rather than shading them. In order to ensure a fair
game, each line had five different topics with five
difficulty levels.
Thanks to this activity, students were able to identify
their strength and weaknesses which they may face
when stumbling across the different mix of math
questions.
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•G

RADE 11•

World
Clean Up
Day 2018
On the 15th September, students
contributed to the environment by
participating in the World Clean Up
Day. As our Grade 11 students are
also currently taking part in the Duke
of Edinburgh Programme, they were
required to take part in a minimum of
three hours worth of community service
every month in order to earn a medal.
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•EVENT•

Celebration of Learning
We promote and encourage our students to take
ownership of their studies. One way it is through the
quarterly Celebration of Learning (CoL), a student
led-conference where both students and their
parents are able to sit down together to experience
their PYP progress.

01

02
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03
Generally, CoL incorporates student presentations,
display of portfolio and learning. Prior to the occasion,
students discussed and reflected on their learning,
organising materials and practicing for the big day!

04

01

A student explains what she
had learnt to her parent

02

I am responsible for my
learning

03

Parent-and-teacher discussing
about the child’s progress

04

Student explained the learning
journey to parent
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EXpedition

Expedition
01

03

01
02
03
04

02
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Cruising along the
Mekong river
Students interested about
the birds in the cage
Rope climbing training
Students helping each
other to climb the
suspended stairs

05

07

08

05
06
07

08

Having dinner in
the forest
Smelling the scent
of tea leaves
Students observes
the process of
grinding tea leaves
Student taking
photo of the tea
plantation
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04

09

10

09
10
11

Students reforestation
activity at Harau Valley
Learning how to sew
Releasing fishes back to
nature

11

12
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13

14

12
13

Getting on the ox cart
Planting the paddy
field

14
15

Making a basket with
rattan
Making a roof using
palm leaves

15
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EXpedition
16
17

18

19

20
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21

22

23

18
19
20
21

Bonding time with
the elephants
Planting mangrove
trees
Phuket Old Farm
Rice Mill
Nirrmal pounding
pumpkin, banana,
sticky rice, rice bran
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22
23
24

and salt for the
elephants
Walking on the
mangrove swamp
Boat ride to Phang
Nga Bay
Learning traditional
dances

24

Service & Action at
Camillian Home
Boat riding

25

27

26

25
26
27
28
29
30

Sharing knowledge
Building a scale model
Outdoor bike riding
Playing American football
Learning how to make noodles
Dressing up in a Chinese opera costume

28
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29
30
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31

EXpedition
34
33
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31
32
33
34
35

Riding a rickshaw
Climbing the “Great wall of China”
Making dumplings
Frying tea leaves
Learning the art of “Tai Chi”

35
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